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inference cart be drawn from the use of the axe by "the Savars, when It is equally used by various other Dravidian jungle tribes such as the Korwas, Bhuiyas and the like."l In the classical stories of their origin the first ancestor of the Savars is sometimes described as a Blill. The word Savar is mentioned in several Sanskrit works written between 800 B.C. and A.D. 1200, and it seems probable that they are a Munda tribe who occupied the tracts of country which they live in prior to the arrival of the Gonds. The classical name Savar has been corrupted into various forms. Thus in the Bundeli dialect ' ava' changes into ' au} and a nasal is sometimes interpolated. Savar has here become Saunr or Saonr. The addition of ' a' at the end of the word sometimes expresses contempt, and Savar becomes Savara as Chamar is corrupted into Chamra. In the Uriya country *vj is changed into fb' and an aspirate is interpolated, and thus Savara became Sabra or Sahara, as Gaur has become Gahra. The word Sahara, Mr. Crooke remarks,2 has excited speculation as to its derivation from Arabic, in which Sahara means a wilderness ; and the name of the Savars has accordingly been deduced from the same source as the great Sahara desert This is of course incorrect.
Various stories of the origin of the Savars are given in Sanskrit literature. In the Aitareya Brahmana they are spoken of as the descendants of Vishwamitra, while in the Mahabharat they are said to have been created by Kamdhenu, Vasishtha's wonder-working cow, in order to repel the aggression of Vishwamitra. Local tradition traces their origin to the celebrated Seori of the Ramayana, who is supposed to have lived somewhere near the present Seori-narayan in the Bilaspur District and to have given her name to this place. Ramchandra in his wanderings met her there, ate the plums which she had gathered for him after tasting each one herself, and out of regard for her devotion permitted her name to precede his own of Narayan in that given to the locality. Another story makes one Jara Savar their original ancestor, who was said to have shot
1 Crooke's    Tribes  and   Castes   of         " Tribes  and  Castes   of N.W.P., N.W.P., art. Savara.                             art. Savara.